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ABSTRACT

Integrated education is a movement towards educational justice and integration of
the education program for all, the implementation of which is still facing challenges. The present study
aimed to explain the challenges of implementing the integration plan for students with borderline men-
tal functioning in the ordinary schools of Ahvaz City, Iran.
[VETELE The present study was conducted using a qualitative approach in primary schools in Ahvaz City
using conventional content analysis based on the approach of Lundman and Graneheim from December
2020 to August 2021. Data were collected through field notes and 17 in-depth semi-structured inter-
views with 12 individuals, including 7 teachers, 2 principals and 3 assistants. Data coding and analysis
were performed using MAXQDA software, version 18.
(BT Data analysis led to the emergence of 28 codes, including 3 categories of educational system
challenges (with two subcategories of lack of planning and poor system of appraising borderline stu-
dents), teachers’ challenges (with 5 subcategories of annoyance and objection of ordinary students, not
following educational calendar program, high workload in integration classes, crowding and confusion
of integration classes, and the teacher’s emotional reaction to not learning of the borderline students),
and the attitude and response to integration plan (with 3 subcategories of reaction of ordinary students’
parents toward the integration plan, negative attitude of educational staff toward integration plan, and
teachers’ objection toward integration plan).
The results showed that the administrators have a negative attitude toward implementing
the integration plan and are against it. The successful implementation of the integration plan depends
: onsolving the challenges in the path of this plan. It seems that the results of the present study can help
Received: 09 Nov 2022 ©  education managers and policymakers design suitable and desirable programs to solve the challenges
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Introduction

ccording to the definition of the American

Psychiatric Association, a student with

borderline intellectual functioning is a per-

son who has an IQ of 70-85, one to two

standard deviations lower than the aver-
age, and is slower than his or her peers in learning academ-
ic skills. About 15% of the world’s people are suffering
from disabilities and a significant part of them are students
with borderline intellectual functioning, which make up
13-18% of students studying in society. These students
face academic, social, and mental health problems.

One of the appropriate approaches to educating these
children is the integration approach. Salamanca’s state-
ment (1994) mentions that the ultimate goal is integrating
people with disabilities into society. The integration of
disabled students in public schools in most Western Eu-
ropean and American countries has been accompanied by
the complete agreement of education specialists. It started
in Iran in 2000.

By implementing the integration approach, not only
students with borderline intellectual functioning but also
students and teachers of public schools benefit from its
positive effects, including increasing the educational
competencies of teachers, expanding the abilities of class-
mates, changing the attitude in the school and society and
finally increasing the responsibility of the society in ac-
cepting different groups of people.

Although people’s views, attitudes, and experiences are
very effective in improving this approach, it faces chal-
lenges despite the benefits of implementing this plan. Af-
ter delving into this field, we found no study that exam-
ines the experiences of the implementers of the approach
of borderline intellectual students’ integration in the con-
text and culture of Iran. Therefore, we decided to explore
the experiences of teachers and teaching staff about the
challenges of implementing the integration approach of
students with borderline intellectual functioning in the
public schools of Ahvaz City, Iran.

Materials and Methods

The present study used a qualitative approach and was
conducted in primary schools in Ahvaz City from Decem-
ber 2020 to August 2021. Conventional content analysis
was performed based on Lundman and Graneheim’s ap-
proach. This study was conducted with 12 experienced
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participants, including 7 teachers, 2 principals and 3 as-
sistants in elementary schools (boys and girls) in the four
educational districts of Ahvaz City. The study’s inclusion
criteria were willingness to participate in the interview
and at least 3 years of experience working with students
with borderline intellectual functioning. The exclusion
criteria were unwillingness to participate in the study and
not continuing the interview. The data were collected us-
ing a semi-structured, in-depth individual interview. It
started with this main question, “How is your experience
with implementing the integration approach?” and contin-
ued based on the participant’s answer until the answer did
not deviate from the main topic. The interviews carried
on until the data saturation. Finally, 17 interviews were
conducted. The data were coded in MAXQDA software,
version 18. The interviews were recorded, transcribed
verbatim, and overviewed.

Results

After analyzing the data, 28 codes were identified in 3
classes: 1. Educational system challenges (with two sub-
classes of lack of planning and weak evaluation system of
borderline intellectual students), 2. Teachers’ challenges
(with 5 subclasses of discomfort and protest of normal
students, impossibility of following educational calendar
program, high workload in integration classes, crowding,
and confusion of integration classes) and 3. The teacher’s
emotional reaction to the borderline intellectual student’s
lack of learning and the attitude and reaction towards the
integration approach (with three subclasses of parents’ re-
action to the integration approach, the negative attitude
of the teaching staff towards the integration approach and
teachers’ resistance to the integration approach).

Conclusion

The participants expressed the challenges of the educa-
tional system, such as the lack of planning and the weak-
ness of the evaluation system for students with borderline
intellectual functioning. The lack of planning in content
changes was one of the major problems teachers had in
teaching, as both the content of the taught course and the
timing of the educational program were not appropriate
for the learning level of the mentioned students. Despite
the teachers’ efforts and the lack of positive feedback
from them, it can increase the bitter experience of failure
in students with borderline intellectual functioning. Ac-
cording to the findings of the current research, teachers
in the implementation of the integration approach had a
wide range of challenges, such as discomfort and protest
of ordinary students, the failure to follow the educational
calendar program, the high workload in integration class-
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es, crowding and confusion of integration classes, and the
teacher’s emotional reaction to the student’s lack of learn-
ing. According to their statements, the physical inclusion
of students is insufficient for implementing integration.
The successful implementation of integration requires ba-
sic infrastructures that are not available in public schools.
Indeed, identifying the challenges of implementing inte-
gration from the point of view of teachers and educational
staff in daily contact with them can be very helpful for ad-
ministrators and educational decision-makers. Indeed, the
successful inclusion of students with borderline intellec-
tual functioning in public schools is impossible without
identifying challenges and requires updating the knowl-
edge and skills of teachers, transforming the educational
content, providing sufficient resources, and modifying
the educational policies related to the integrated plan pro-
gram.

Teachers and teaching staff’s negative attitudes and re-
actions towards the integration approach is an important
comprehensive issue expressed by the school teaching
staff and the parents of normal students. It seems that the
teachers and teaching staff of the school will need scien-
tific and spiritual support to change their attitude towards
integration.

Also, the use of rehabilitation services, the presence of
counselors or psychologists in elementary schools, the
creation of a special educational room, the reduction of
the number of students in the class and the modification of
teachers’ incomes can encourage them in education.
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